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Introduction 
   

• 2023 Prayer Guide 
• An Illustration 

 
 
 

Paul’s Prayers as Guidance for Our Prayers 
 

• 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 
o Paul gives thanks to God (vv. 3-4) that: 

§ his readers’ faith is growing, their love is 
increasing, and they are persevering under trial 

o Paul prays with an eternal perspective (vv. 5-10) 
§ Vindication for believes & judgment for 

unbelievers  
o Paul prays that God might make Christians worthy of his 

calling and empowered by God for ministry (v. 11) 
o Paul prays that Christ might be glorified (12a) and that 

believers might be glorified in Christ (v. 12b) 
o Paul’s prayer is founded on the grace of God and the 

Lord Jesus Christ (v. 12c) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Colossians 1:9-14 
o Paul prays without ceasing (v.9a) 
o Paul prays that believers might be filled with the 

knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding (v.9b) 
 

 
o Paul prays so that believers might walk in a manner 

worthy of the Lord, in a way fully pleasing to him:  
§ Bearing fruit in every good work (v.10) 
§ Increasing in the knowledge of God (v. 10) 
§ Being strengthened by God so as to display 

endurance and patience (v.11) 
§ Giving thanks to the Father with joy, because of 

how He has graciously saved us in His beloved 
Son. (v.11-14) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10 Helpful Questions to Ask of Any Text When Praying Scripture 
 

1. What is the context and main idea?  
2. What themes, types of  imagery, figures and/or parts of speech 

are being used? 
3. Does it point out sin in my life? 
4. Is there a command to obey in the passage? 
5. Is there an encouragement in this text? 
6. Does it teach me something about God, myself, or the world? 
7. What evidence for my faith does it give me?  
8. How is it connected to the gospel? 
9. How could I pray this text for myself, my family, and my church? 
10. What will I do differently today because of this text? 

 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

• God is Sovereign and He Answers Prayer (Psa. 65:2; 1 Jn. 5:14-15) 
• Spirit Empowered Prayer Through Praying the Word (Jer. 23:29; 

Jn. 6:63) 
 


